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S I R, 

Am not going about to ſend you an Anſwer to your 
Book: For as for three parts of it I muſt acknow- 
ledge it unanſwerable. You have ſtated the Caſe of 
Diſſenters ſo diſtinctly; and fo cloſely and ſolidly e- 
vinc'd the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of Toleration, that 
I think no good Man can find any juſt Cauſe of Excep- 
tion, much leſs of Quarrel to your Book upon that account. 
Nor do I eſteem it the leſs, becauſe the Argument is ex- 
hauſted, and thereby diſcurſs'd before by ſeveral able hands. 
Only it is to me the Subject of the greateſt Wonder and Pi- 
ty, that a Nation which boaſts ſo much of Liberty as ours, 
and whoſe Tongues and Pens are ſo intirely treed from a- 
ny unjuſt Reſtraint and Controll, ſhould ſtand in need of 
being ſo often put in mind of a Principle fo evidently 
founded in Nature, Reaſon, and Scripture it ſelf. I will 
not deny, but that ſomething might reaſonably have been 
{aid for Perſecution of Diſſenters in the Jewiſh Common- 
wealth, and among Turks and Heathens, whoſe main points 
of Religion conſiſted in the Opera operata of external Cere- 
monies and bold Performances, which, as to the Matter 
and Manner of them, were laid down and inſtituted in ex- 
preſs, poſitive and intelligible Terms: But to talk of Perſe- 
cution in a Religion which conſiſts of Myſteries and Duties 
which are to be believ'd and perform'd altogether in a men- 
ral and ſpiritual Manner, and which the Infliction of corporal 
Puniſhments can in no manner Influence or Amend, mult 
needs be the moſt monſtrous and abſurd Conceit that ever 
entred into the Minds of ſuch who have the Privilcge of 
Thinking. And I cannot but be Confident that by this time 
with the help of your, and other ſuffeient Perſons Labours 
in this Reſpect, all Sincere, and well-meaning Chriſtians 
are fully convinc'd of the Truth and undeniable — 
A 2 0 
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of this Principle: and that there are none who pretend o- 
therwiſe, but ſuch as act againſt their own Convictions out 
of a baſe and ſelfiſh Intention to deprive others of their law. 
ful Goods and Poſſeſſions; ridiculouſly endeavouring to di. 
veſt Men of that undefeaſable Right and Property which 
Mankind enjoy, and mult neceſiarily enjoy the Freedom of 
their owa Thoughts. Toleration therefore is a Claim 
which all Chriſtians may demand as a natural and common 
Right; unleſs it be thoſe who refuſe the ſame Juſtice to 
their Fellow Creatures. For it is evident that ſuch Per. 
ſons ought to be excluded from it, as thoſe who will not 
ſufler others to live, do forfeit the Title to their own Lives; 
ſince the Principle of the one is as ſelf-evident as the other. 
For I have no better a Right to breath the free Air, than 1 
have to think a free Thought; and therefore any manner 
of Reſtraint upon the Mind by the Artifice of Education, 
whereby any one is prepoſſeſs d with Prejudice, and diver- 
ted from his free and natural Courſe of Thinking, into the 
narrow Compals and Limitation of any particular Syſtem 
whatſoever, is as Barbarous, Abſurd, and Unjuſt, as ſtopping 
the Courſe of Blood in his Arteries, or the paſſage of his 
Breath thro' his Wind- pipe; the deſign of theſe Men being 
nothing elſe than ro make open War with Nature it felt, 
and abolith the Difference ſhe had made between rational 
and brute Animals. The Saying of Solomon is true, That 
if you train up a Child in the way he ſhould walk he will 
nat leave it when he is Old; and the Reverſe is alſo as true, 
that if you train him up in the way he ſhould not wall, 
he will in all probability, adhere to it when he is Old : 
As common Experience ſhows us. And therefore 
no. doubt but the wife Man intended that Chrildren ſhould 
be only taught ſuch things as they could well judge 
of; ſuch as moral Duties, and theſe Parts of Knowledge, 
and natura! Religion as were in themſelves demonſtrable 
and felt evident and not that they ſhould be taught to ſtam- 
mer cut by rote like Parrots, the Metaphyſical Points of 
Revelation, before they are capable to entertain any diſtinct 
| | 8 No- 
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Notion or Ideas of them: as is the common Method and 
Practice of all Perſwaſions at this day: and ſo well eſtab- 
liſh'd by Cuſtom among us, that I fee no Glimpſe of Hopes 
that it ſnould ever be reform d. And yet I take this to have 
been the true Source from whence all our Diſtractions have 
flowed, and the' only Root. of Bitterneſs from which have 
ſprung all thofe Animoſities and unnatural Feuds and Divi- 
ſions which have been among Chriſtians from the begin- 
ning down to our times. ; 288115 
'Twas this which made the Diſſenters, when uppermoſt, 
as Narrow and as partial to their own particular Secs as 
any other high madding Churches. Upon which Accouns 
I confeſs that I was formerly unconcerned for all their fut- 
ferings at the Hands of our high Church, and ſhould have 
been fo though they had been much more ſevere. For } 
conſidered that they were but paid in their own Coin : 
And nothing could be called Cruelty that was exerciſed up. 
on ſuch, who would have done the ſame, or worſe to 0- 
thers if it had been in their Power. And I was, by what 
I faw in that kind, convinc'd that they who underwent 
moſt, and glory'd moſt in their Sufterings, would have 
prov'd the moſt Furious in their Perſecutions. It being for the 
molt part the ſame Higliflying Spirit, which leads ge bot! 
the Extreams. And there is no doubt but that the ſame 
Hot-headed, fiery Conſtitutions, of thoſe who fufter in on? 
Religion, would have diſpoſed them to ſame Obſtinacy, if 
they had been bred up in any other. Beſides, all the bigot- 
ted Zealots of any Perſwaſion, are moſt tenacious of this 
Opinion, that all but themſelves and thoſe of their way, 
ſhall moſt certainly be damn'd in the other World: And 
therefore they think it Meritorious to ſhew their Zeal and 
Indignation againſt thoſe Enemies of God in this Life. And 
the ſame warm Diſpoſition of Spirit prompts them to run 
into Sufferings as naturally as Fire draws Fire. 
I am glad therefore, for the Diſſenters ſake, that you give 
us better hopes of them in your 26th-Page; and that their 
4 Ops 
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Opinions and Behaviour have of late been ſuch as to make 
them worthy of the Toleration they enjoy; land yet I could 
wiſh they or their Miniſters (at leaſt) would give ſome fur. 
ther publick Teſtimony of that Information in this Reſpect, 
And I think at this time it would tend very much to their 
Honour as well as Benefit, to approve of an univerſal Tole- 
ration of all manner of Opinions that are meerely religi- 

ous, and reſpect Conſcience only. | 

Beſides, it would be moſt ſeaſonable in this Juncture, 
when her Majeſty in conjunction with the Parliament, and 
the true Church of E»g/and, have given ſuch effeQual Proofs 
of their Moderation in the Diſſenters behalf. This J think 
is the leaſt Return which can be expected from them by 
the Government and the Dhurch; and I ſhall leave it to 
them to conſider whether the Neglect of ſome ſuch pub- 
lick Act of theirs may not in time incline our Church 
to think that ſhe is playing a Game with Sharpers upon the 
Square; and that whilſt ſhe exerciſes Gentleneſs and 
Meekneſs towards them, ſhe does at the ſame time but 
_ foſter a Snake in her Boſom, which may one day hiſs at 
her, and fly in her Face, by vertue of that very Warmth 
and Nouriſhment which ſhe out of Charity and Chriſtian 
Condeſcenſion has thought fit to afford them. And this 
I would put them in mind of for their own ſakes; that 
they may be thereby intituled to Toleration as a Right, 
and nor as a Favour only, N 

I ſhould for the ſake of my Country, be very much plea- 
ſed to ſee that the imtemperate Heat, and Enthuſiaſtick Fer- 
vour of the Presbyterians in England is ſo much ſettled and 
abated, in Compariſon of what it is in Scotland or Geneva. 


It were alſo to be wifh'd that ſuch a Declaration of theirs 


ſhould be abſolute and in General, without the leaſt Sub- 
terſuge for Prevarications or ambiguous Judgment. For I 
am not Ignorant how ready all ſorts of Eccleſiaſticks have 
beento lay hold on any Handle to withdraw themſelves from 
their Engagements, tho it be never ſo wretched and mean. 
This is well enough known in other Countries amongſt the 
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Papiſts ; and T am ſorry there will be here ſo juſt an Occa- 
ſion of reviving an Inſtance of this Nature among Prote- 
ſtants in our own Country. 

In the Reign of King Edward VI. there was a Commiſ- 
ſion iſſu'd out to enquire after Anabaptiſts, Hereticks, and 
Contemners of the Common. Prayer; of which Commiſſion 
Craumer was at the Head. Before theſe Commiſſioners 
was ſummoned a Woman who is called an Anabaptiſt in the 
Hiſtory (though T think by the Doctrines which ſhe profeſt 
ſhe might rather have been ſtiled a Socinian) who prong 
in her Belief, was by Definitive Sentence (whereunto I fin 
Hugh Latimer alſo a Party) adjudged and declared an Ob- 
ſtinate Heretick, and delivered over to the Secular Power. 
This Sentence and Certificate to the King upon it, is ex- 
preſt Yerbatim in the ſame Stile and hypocritical Cant 


which the Papiſts had always uſed. The King ſeemed re- 


ſolved againſt ſigning the Warrant for burning her, and ur- 
ped it as a piece of Cruelty, too like to what he had ſo 
ately condemned in the Papiſts, to burn any for their Con- 
ſciences. But Cranmer, (who was employed to perſwade 
the King to it) argued from the Law of Moſes, by which 
Blaſphemers ought to be ſtoned ; and told the King that he 
made a ou difference between other Points of Divinity, 
and thoſe that were directly againſt the Apoſtles Creed; 
that theſe were Impieties againſt God, which the Prince, as 


being God's Deputy, ought to puniſh, as the King's Deputies 
were obliged to puniſhOffiences againſt his Perſon: And thus 


was the poor Woman, by impoſing upon the inocent Sim- 
plicity of the young King, diſtinguiſhed out of her Life by 
this moſt Reverend Perſecutor : To which Ridley allo con- 
ſented after his Endeavours ro reclaim her proved ineffectual. 

The good King ſigned the Warrant withTears in his Eyes, 
altogether unſatisfy d with Cranmer's Argument; profeſſing 
that he did it only in ſubmiſſion to his Authority, and 
charging it upon the Archbiſhop's Conſcience, if he had 
done wrong. This Act of Barbarity, ſo contrary to the 
Clemency of the Goſpel, was of ten retorted upon them by 
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the Papiſts, Who ſaid that it was plain that the Reformer; 
were againſt Burning only when they were in tear of it 
themſelves. 

N otwithſtanding this, about wo years op e was 
burnt in Smithfeld for holding a Socinian Doctrine, tho 
otherwiſe of an Inoffenſive, ꝓious and Exemplary Life 
which he confirm'd by his admirable conſtancy in kiſſi ing 
the Stake and Faggots, which were to burn him, ina quite 
different Diſpoſition to that which'was found 1 in Cramner, 
either at his Trial, or Execution. 

Thus we fee that altho' thefe Reverend Prelates had de- 
elürdd their Opinions, againſt Burning lor matters of Con- 
ſcience (or as you expreſs it) for points of meer Religion 
and Opinion, yet how eaſie a thing it is for Clergy- men to 
reſolve all Differences, from their own pragmatical Sancti. 
ons, into Blaſphemy and Impiety againſt God: Which are 
Words of ſuch a Vogue and Ambiguous ſignification as. 
have in all ages ſerved the turns of Bloody Perſecutors, to 
deſtroy all thoſe who divide from them im opinion, tho o- 
ther wife ever ſo ſincere and Virtuous. 


My Author Dr. Barnet, obſerves, upon theſe Inſtances, | 


and: upon a Report that the Archbiſhop, had conſented in 
K. Heury VIIIs. time, to the Burning of Lambert and Aun 
Aſcew, that what he did in thoſe matters, did not flow from 
Cruelty of Temper, but was truly the Effet of thoſe Princi- 
ples by which he governed himſelf.. Which indeed could be 
no other than the Principles of 'bigqtted Zealotry : The 
Nature whereof is fo uneaſy and pelliferous, as neither to 


be quiet it ſelf, nor ſuffer others to be ſo. But it will en- 


dure: burning, and at the ſame time, commit others to the 
Flame: Burning being an Article which rhey do dare © 
perere viciſim, &c. This ſufficiently confirms what I ſaid 
betore, that Perſecuting and Suffering are compatible in the 
lame Perſons. And I think that a Man maſt be endued with 

a greater ſhare of tenderneſs than is requiſite for all the pro- 


per Oſkces of Homanity, who can pity the ſufferings of fuch 
Mar- 
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484 
Martyrs as theſe. . For I know no juſter Sanction in the 
whole Book of Nature and Reaſon, than this, Ele that per- 
ſecutes for Opinion let him ſuffer for Opinion. And with this 
Sir, I hall conclude what I thought neceſſary to ſuperadd 
to the Project which takes up three quarters of your Book: 
wherein Tallow, that you have done ample juſtice to your 
Argument; and therefore I ſhall not intermeddle any fur- 
ther in a Province which has been ſo well manag d by you, 
my Intention being chiefly to conſider what you have al- 
ledg d concerning the Miniſtry. To which I think I may 
have reaſon to make {ome ſmall Reffections: wherein T will 
not affirm that you really did deſign any Partiality, tho' 
J muſt needs ſay, that by the general good Account you 
are pleas d to give us of all Perſons concerned in the pre- 
{ent Miniſtry, and the ſevere Cenſure you think ro paſs 
upon others who have been formerly in the ſame Stations, 
together with your profound Silence as to any Miſcarria- 
ges in our preſent Eſtabliſhment; you have given no ſmall 
\ occaſion to the general Report and Opinion that this part 
of your Book was not written with the ſame Candour and 
Ingenuity, nor with the fame fair and impartial Intention of 
doing Service to your Country, as the other three. 
Whether this be fo or not, tis the ſame thing to me, who 
deſign not to conſider the Affairs of this Nature as they 
are repreſented by others, but as they are in themſelves, ſo 
far as J am able to attain the knowledge of them. And J 
am {ure it requires no great Penetration to underſtand that 
the Matter, and whole Subject of Contention between the 
ſeveral adverſe Parties and Faſtions, who have been oppo- 
ſing one another with ſo much Heat and Violence for near 
this twenty Years paſt, has been nothing elſe but the poſ- 
ſeſſion and enjoyment of the ſeveral publick Places and 
Employments which the Court has in its power to beſtow. 
All manner of Preeentions to the publick Service on the one 
and, and all the Clamours for promoting the Intereſt of the 
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deavours to preſerve to us the Proteſtant Religion, together 


perty and true Religion. I would not be thought to de. 


Affairs. Xet ſince you have thought fit to give up and Sa- 
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Church on the other,have 2 and ultimatly center 
in this only Aim and Deſign. And a Man muſt have made 
but a very ſlight and ſuperficial obſervation of our Courts 
and Parliaments, who is not convinced of this beyond all 
manner of Doubt and heſitancy. This is the Mark of the 
Prize of their high calling t& which they all preſs forward 
without: looking upon what is behind.” In a Word (to allude 
to a Heathen gas well as a Chriſtian Author, Z771c om: 
principium, huc refer exitum. Yet notwithſtanding this i, 
allowed to be the chief Cauſe of all this Struggle, I will 
not deny but that many of thoſe who are and have been 
concern d in publick Employments, might ſecundarily and 
ſubordinately have reſpect to the Good and Advantage of 
their Country, in attaining of their preterment. And thisis 
indeed as much as can reaſonably be expected from the beſt, 
who have really gaind a great deal of honour for their En. 


with our Rights and Liberties intire, whilft others who have 
fuceeded them in the ſame Poſts, have done all that lay 
in their Power to Root up the very Foundations, of Pro- 


tract from the good Qualifications of any, whom her Ma. 
jeſty has been pleasd to Imploy in the Admiſtration of 


crifice, the Honour and Merit of the Miniſters of the laſt 
Reign, to the Reputation of our preſent Managers, Tthink 
T ſhall do but common Juſtice to ſeveral of thoſe Gentle- 
men, whom J reſpect for their Worth and Merit, if 1 
ſhould ſet this matter in its true Light; and without any 
falſe and undue Reflections upon others, endeavour to vin- 
cicate their proceedings from the many miſtaken Aſperſions 
which you, and others have undeſervedly caſt upon them. 
And inthe firſt Place, as to the great and principal Head 
and Subject which imploys your whole Book, and for which 
the preſent: Miniſtry is ſo much exalted and extolled by 
"a, You, 
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you, viz: Moderation; I think I may fafely fay that 
it was not only begun and ſettled in the laſt Reign, but 
was to all intents and purpoſes: preſerv'd and maintain'd 
as inviolably and ſincerely as at preſent. And ] believe 
that no Man can doubt but that King William III. and 
thoſe Gentlemen call'd Whigs, who had the honour to 
adviſe with him, would have done every thing that was 
in their Power ſtill to confirm and ſecure it againſt al} 
Oppoſition. Is it not to theſe Perſons we owe our Act 
of ſettlement. ? which is a perfect Vindication of our 
Rights and Liberties which were juſt before invaded and 
almoſt overthrown. Is it not to them we owe our Eſta- 
bliſhment upon a much freer and ſafer bottom than ever 
pet was known in Exg/and 2 were not theſe the Perſons 
who gave the firſt check to Tyranny, and oppreſſion 
both in State and Church? And is not the Settlement 
made by them the Cauſe of that moſt invaluable Bleſ- 
ting of her Majeſhes happy acceſſion. to the Throne: 
Thoſe who have a Mind: to be more fully ſatisfy d here- 
in, have nothing elſe to do, but to look over the Acts 
of Parliament which paſs'd in that Reign for the gene- 
ral good and Advantage of all Exgland: Moſt of which 
were procured by the means and intereſt of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, when a ſmall diftance of Time, and a new Reign 


* * 


havẽ made us ſo ungratefully to forget. 5 

It ought likewiſe to be conſidered that many of them 
did not only joyn and aſſiſt King William in his glorious 
Expedition againſt the late Tyranny, but by their Learn- 
ing and ability ſo well juſtify d the Revolution, and made 
ſo great an Impreſſion upon thoſe who were otherwiſe 
minded that we may without preſumption affirm that 
by their means chiefly the Crown was placed upon K. 
William's Head; All which ſtill had been of little advan- 
tage to us, if they had not by their indefatigable endea- 
vours procur d us ſuch Laws and Conſtitutions as = 
B a 
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vantage of that diſorder amongft us; and had almoſt 


home had then conceiv d of ſome publick Diſturbances 
that would happen amongft us upon that account; all 


I ſpeak it) with indefatigable induſtry, and a moſt gene- 


all probability may prove a firm Security to us for the 
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I need not multiply particulars, but ſhall only inſtance 
in one which ought to be always freſh in our Memories 
by reaton. of its vaſt Concern and Importance; I mean 
the ſetling of our Coin. which was an Act ſo viſibly ne- 
ceſfary not only to the Welfare but to the very being 
of our Government, at that moſt critical juncture, when 
our open Enemies and falſe Friends had taken the ad- 
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wrought us up to a general Diſtraction and Confuſion. 
We cannot but remember what Fears and Diſcontents 
were then coming amongſt us what dayly Expecta- 
tations the French King and his Friends abroad and at 


8.0 


good Men were ſtrangely allarm'd, and began to be 
ſadly ſenſible of what might be the iſſue of ſuch a dan- 
gerous Emergency; and were almoſt in deſpair of ever 
winding themſelves out of that extraordinary Difficulty. 
Not but that the remedy was apparent and obvious, but 
the Conſpirators againſt the welfare and happineſs of their 
Country either ſhew'd themſelves altogether averſe from 
applying any remedy at all to that growing Malady ; or 
elſe had on purpoſe invented ſuch fallacious and inef- 
fectual remedies as ſerv'd only to skin over the Wound 
that it might ſhortly break out again in a more fatal 
and violent Eruption. Then was it in the Day of this 
Diſtreſs, that theſe Patriots (to their immortal Honour 


rous concern for the Publick good, were the means of 
reſtoring our Coin; or rather of improving it in a better 
Scheme than was ever before known in England, or per- 
haps in any other part of the World. And all this was 
done without conſiderable damage to particular * 
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This defeated the Hopes and Expectations of our 
Enemies, and gave new life to our Affairs, whicly 
went on from that time in a more ſmooth and unin- 
terrupted Channel, notwithſtanding all that our Con- 
ſpirators could do by their moſt pernicious Oppoſi- 
tion; Amongſt whom, I could nominate” more than 
one of no mean Stations in the preſent Miniſtry. 
Thefe Particulars, with many more that may be emi- 
merated, are too recent in our Memories to be for- 
gotten, by any but ſuch who are willing to let any 
thing ſlip out of their Minds, that does not ſerve a 
preſent purpoſe, and think it more for their turn to 
paſs over unmention'd what is true and undenyable ; 
and inſiſt rather upon a few Objections which have: 
been raiſed againſt them by a particular Fuction, with 
a great deal of Partiality; but with how much reaſon; 
we ſhall now proceed to confider. 

And firſt, for the main and terrible Cenſure that 
ſome people have paſſed upon them for being of Opi- 
nion againſt Disbanding our Army: I do not yet 
find that the honeſt part of the Nation have condem- 
ned their Proceedings in that Affair: Nor do I ſee 


any reaſon why it ſhoutd be imputed leſs to their Fore-- 


ſight and care of the Publick, than to Chance, that the 
Event has ſince plainly diſcover'd that they were in the 
right. For if we conſider the great Charge we have 
ſince been at in raiſing a new Army (whereby we have 
loſt above a Million of Money, and that the French,, 
King (till kept his Forces on foot; it were not only im- 
provident to Disband an Army that mult ſoon coſt us- 
dear, both to our Purſe, and Pains to raiſe again; butal- 
lo very Impolitick to diveſt our ſelves of the only Se- 
curity we had remaining again{t the Attempt of a 
powerful and ambitious Neighbour, ready provided; 
with all the means neceſſary to Invade and ing 
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( 12 ) 
ther our ſelves or our Confederates; ; which is the ſame 
thing: Unleſs we ſhould reaſonably ſuppoſe that the 
French King Maintained and Paid his Troops only for 


the Oſtentation of his Glory, and the vanity of look. 


ing upon them at a Rendezvous. The contrary here- 
of ſoon appeared, when the Dutch narrowly eſcaped 
from being ſwallowed up by him; and all that we 
could do (tor want of any Army ready raiſed) could 
ſcarce come time enough to reſcue them. It may alſo 


be conſidered that they oppoſed the Army at that 


time. were ſuch as were notorious for their Diſaffecti- 
on to the Perſon of K. . as well as to the Principles 
upon which his Government was founded. And I be- 
lieve, the moſt partial of thoſe Whiggs, who joyned 
with him, will not deny at this time, that the disband- 
ing of the Army was a piece of Service very Accepta- 
ble and Extreamly Beneficial to the Frexch King; tho' 
J am far from thinking thoſe Whiggs had any fuch De. 
ſign : But that ſome Parties had, is more than Queſti- 
onable, as well from the whole Tenour of their Pro. 
ceedings in other matters, as from their Undutiful, and 
unmannerly Behaviour towards K. William's Perſon in 
that particular. Amongſt theſe, I might again reckon 
ſeveral who are in very conſpicuous Poſts in our pre- 

ſeny Manegements; Ibo tt indo 2 2 
And as to what is objected concerning the Bill for 
Trials in Caſes of Treaſon ; it is notorious that the Bill 
was brought into the Houſe by ſuch who were then 
conſpiring againſt the Safety of our Common-wealth, 
as it was then ſetled in the Government of K. Vl. 
liam, and who hoped that they might be enabled to 
carry on their Plots and Machinations with greatcr 
Security and Succeſs to them and their Party, by 
means of ſuch an Act; the oppoſing whereof at that 
time ought not to be imputed to any thing elſe but 
| their 


* * 


_ . 
their Zeal for the Safety of their King; whoſe Life 
was of that vaſt Conſequenee to af Europe ; and 
whoſe Preſervation ought to have been highly regard- 
ed by all true Engliſhmen, whoſe Lives and Liberties he 

had fo well ſecur d by the Accompliſhment of fo ma- 
ny ineſtimable Benefits to the Nation. Nor can it be 
imagined without the greateſt Tnjuſtice, that thoſe 
Gentlemen who oppoſed the Bill, could ever deſign 
to deprive the Subject of ſo conſiderable an Advantage; 
ſince 'tis well known that no Perſons joyned more 
heartily in it than they, provided that it might not 
take effect till after the Death of that King: And me- 
thinks tis very Diſingenious in any body to blame thoſe 
who refuſed it for the fake of the King, and at the 
ſame time to approve of thoſe who brought it in with a 
purpoſe to betray him. This, I think, is frazgely un- 
becoming a true Whigg, or a true Engliſhman. We ouglit 
to conſider the Perſons we have to deal with, and to 
know that what is proper and ſeaſonable at one time, 
may not be ſo at another; and that the Circumſtan- 
ces of Perſons, Times and Places do often differ: I 
which a Reſpect ought to be ſhewn accordingly ; that 
many things which in general appear Juſt and Lawful. 
may not always be expedient; and that extraordinary 
Cates will require extraordinary Meaſures. This the 
wife Man teaches: And. without doubt it was upon 
this Ground that more Parliaments than one were in- 
duced to ſuſpend to Act of FZabeas Corpus for a time, 
in favour of ſo extraordinary a Perſon as K. William : 
and what was never done(as I remember) ſince the ma- 
king of that Act, was now by a greater Majority con- 
ſented to, out of a tender regard they had to the ſafe- 
ty of their great and glorious Benefactor. Tho tis 
certain that that Act was not ſuſpended when ſeveral 
Cynſpiracies were difcovered in the Reign of K. 3 
the 
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the II, yet for King William's ſake it, ceaſed though it 


were of much more conſequence to the Liberty of the 


Subject, than the Bill of Trials in Caſes of Treaſon, 
Nor was this Suſpenſion oppoſed by any but thoſe who 
were known Enemies to the Revolution: Amongſt 
whom J muſt again take the freedom, to place ſome 
part of our preſent Adminiſtration. —_ | 
And there can be no doubt but that the ſame Rea. 
ſons, and politick Inducements prevaiFd, on the ſame 


- Perſons to oppoſe the Bill for Triennial Parliaments ſo 


far that it might not take an immediate Effect. For 
fince the Nation had been ſo generally Poyſoned and 
Infected by the adverſe Party of Jacobities and High 
Churchmen, who had made it their buſineſs in every 
Country and Corporation to repreſent the King, and 
all his Actions and Deſigns in falſe and counterfeit Co- 
Tours, to the diſadvantage of him and all who were 
Friends to the happy Revolution under him; it was but 
common Policy, Thad almoſt ſaid Self Defence, to pro- 
vide for the Continuance of a well affected Parliament, 
and to keep out of the Houſe thoſe Perſons whoſe buſineſs 
and deſign was to diſpoſe matters for the return of the 
late abdicated Tyrant, and to Subject us again to the fears 
and dangers of Popery and Arbitrary Power from which 
we thought our ſelves ſo happily delivered by the auſpi- 
cious Conduct of his Majeſty. Nor was this Oppoſition 
different in its deſign from the other, which was only 
ro comply with the difterent Circumſtances of the 
times; without the leaſt thought of abrigding the Nati- 
on of ſo uſeful a Statute, Hereof I am Confident , 
there are Members enow of that Houſe who (though 
they Voted on the other Side, can and will at this day 
bear them Witneſs. 


As 
* 


(15) 

As for the Judges Bill, if T remember right it was 
brought into the Houſe by. thoſe Gentlemen themſelves 
and thrown out by the adverſe party after the firſt Read- 
ing. I will not be poſitive in this matter: But it is 
plain that this Bill did not meet with the ſame 
Friends and Adverſaries with the others, elſe it would 
have paſſed in the ſame manner as they had done. 

How much theſe Gentlemen have by their Abilities: 
and Induſtry contributed in this Reign to the preſerva- 
tion of her Majeſty, and her Government, cannot be 
overlooked but by fuch who are wilfully blind. And 
though T am not uſed to be poſitive, yet I do con- 
fidently affirm, it is chiefly owing to them, that her 
Majeſty and her Kingdoms were not delivered bound 
and gagg d into the Hands of the French King, at 
the beginning of this Reign. For J think it will not 
be denyed, even by our chiefeſt ' Miniſters, that we 
were then running headlong with the moſt blundering 
Precipitation, into the Snares that were laid for us by 
N 2 implacable Enemies both at home and a- 
broa | ; 

It may be faid perhaps that theſe Managers found 
out their Miſtake in time; and fo rectified their Miſ- 
carriages, by ſetling us upon a right bottom. Igrant 
it, and am glad of it: But at the ſame time we are 
not to forget who were the Perſons that ſtemm'd this 
Tide all along, who were the Perſons who ſhew'd 
theſe Dangers, and thereby reſcu'd us from the bold 
Invaſions of the Jacobites and High-Church, as alſo 
the Majority of the laſt Houſe of Commons ; for 
_ Which we are chiefly indebted to ſome of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen in the Houſe of Lords, in conjunction with 
thoſe ever Reverend and Honourable Prelates of King 
William's making. What occaſion therefore there could 
be for your picking Thanks and Faults at ths fame time 

0 upon 
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upon tlie account of theſe Gentlemen, I cannot any 
way diſcover : You were no way led to it by the Memo. 


rialiſt. And what you have ſaid in juſtification of the 


preſent Miniſtry, would have been intire without it. 
And whatever you may think of the matter, J can af- 
ſure you that it is not every Perſon that you have thought 
worthy of your particular Commendations, that will 


eſteem you ever the more upon this account. And 


that there are others of all degrees in the preſent Go- 
vernment, as well as infinite Numbers out of it, who: 
do not think you have ſhew'd any extraordinary Judg- 
ment in making your Court at the expence of thoſe 
Gentlemens Repurations. n 

So much I have thought fit to ſay for the preſent, in 
their behalf, tho. without either their Direction or know- 
ledge; tho at the ſame time I am convine'd that they 


do not ſtand in need of ſuch an imperfect Vindication 


as mine: Nor do I think them any ways inclined to re- 
vive a Diſcourſe of this nature; which howſoever of- 
ficious it may be thought by ſome, I am ſure it is not 
leſs neceſſary or ſeaſonable than the Cauſe which 


Was given for it. 


Having therefore endeavoured to wipe off the 
Daſhes of your Pen againſt theſe worthy and Noble 
Patriots, I ſhall in the next place conſider the 
Flouriſnes of your Stile, beſtowed with ſuch an un- 
ſparing Hand upon our preſent Managers, wherein 
indeed you have much the advantage of me, by fight- 
ing under the Buckler of Power, and armed Authori- 
ty, againſt the poor and weak Defence of ſimple and 
2gked Truth. os | 8 ; 


This 
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This however, can be no diſcouragement to me, 
who had much rather be convinced that T am in the 
wrong, than to be able to carry an unjuſt Cauſe, tho' 
with the greateſt Triumph and Advantage. -4 
T have ſome reaſon. to hope, but much more to wiſh | 
that the preſent War may in a ſhort time terminate to | 
our Honour and Happineſs. And I am the more en- 
couraged to think fo, becauſe her Majeſty in her Gra- 
cious and Glorious Speech, has in a manner aſſured us 
of the good - Poſture of our Affairs, and that we ſhall 
act vigorouſly in all places upon the Offenſive the next 
Campaign. Beſides the Conſideration of our publick 
Money's being well husbanded, and diſpos'd of to the 
beſt Advantage, together with the known Courage and 
Conduct ef the Duke of Marlborough, which was thewn 
in that moſt Memorable Victory obtained againſt the 
Freuch at Bleubeim, will not ſuffer me to give an en- 
tire Credit to thoſe invidious Reports which are ſpread 
about the Town, to tlie great diſparagement of our 
Miniſtry, by ſome diſcontented, tho well- affected Friends 
to the Government. And yet at tlie ſame time, I muſt 
ſay, that if I knew well how to anſwer them, T ſhould 
nat be ſo uneaſie to hear them. 1.11. 4 
Me are told by a Noble Lord, in his late Auniverſa- 
ry Speech, that the laſt Campaign began with more 
promiſing. Hopes than he believes the next will, I think 
this was boldly enough ſaid in her Majeſty's Preſence, 
when ſhe had ſo lately expreſt her ſelf from the 
Throne to the contrary. I could have wiſhed howe- 
ver that this Noble Peer had been pleaſed to have 
told us his Reaſons ſor it. For we do not think that he 
uttered the true and genuine Thoughts of his Heart, 
when he thought fit ro lay our Miſcarriages at the door 
of the Contederates. But oy much ſoever this Peer 
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was induced to mince the matter, there are great 
Numbers of others in all parts of the Town, who make 
uſe of much more Freedom, and leſs Reſerve in their 
Diſcourſes about the laſt Campaign. They fay, twas 
managed both to our Diſhonour and infinite Difadvan. 
tage, that the French, who were broken, and diſtracted 
in their Meaſures, have thereupon reaſſumed their Cou- 
rage, and have had the Confidence to rally, and defy us; 
that the ſecret Deſigns and Negociations the French 


Agents have been this Winter carrying on among the 


Northern Princes, and the Meaſures that have been 
concerted in thoſe Parts to break the Confederacy, by 


raiſing Diſputes and Quarrels among themſelves, and ſo 


neceſtitating them to withdraw their Troops from the 
common Service, is, as they ſay, owing to the ſame Miſ- 
management. . bz | = 

The Buſineſs of Lubec, the Differences between the 
States of Hollaud and the King of Pruſſta, and that Prin. 
ce's Deſign of ſending Succour to the Swede ; the Infur- 
rections in Bavaria, the Succeſs of the Malecontents in 
Hungary, and the Straits and Difficulties of Prince Eu- 
gene, are all put by theſs People to the ſame ſcore: None 
of which would or could have happened, if we had ſtuck 
to our firſt Scheme; which could not have failed of 


putting a glorious End to the War, if we had purſued the 


Deſign capitulated with our Confederates, and maintain- 
ed our Poſt inſtead of that precipitate Retreat, or rather 
_ from the Moſelle, towards the Maeſe and Sam- 
This, I confeſs, is a heavy Charge. But I told them 
all, that this Misfortune was to be placed to the Account 
of Prince Lewis of Baden, who would not ſuffer his 
Troops to joyn us according to Agreement; That it was 


juſtly ſuſpected that Prince Tewzs was in the French Inte- 


reſt; and had a Deſign to expoſe us to the Inſults of the 
whole 


2 


< 


— — — 6, A my — a 2208 


whole French Army under Marſhal 77/lars. To thisT 


as anſwered (not withou ſome contempt) that I had 


given too much Far to the Accounts brought over by 
Mr. Du and others, who were notoriouſly' affecte 

to the preſent proceedings: That if T had conſulted the 
Forreigh Papers, 1 hould have been fully ſatisfy'd that 
part of the German 9 0 had joyn'd us, near the time a- 
greed on, and that the reſt were marching towards us with 
all convenient Expedition. And tho Prince Lews might 
have been indiſpoſed, yet this provd no hindrance to tlie 
March of the German Forces who were never known to. 
have been earlier inthe Field than at that time. . 
_ They fay further that we our ſelves were-a ſufficient 
Force to have kept our Ground (at leaſt) agathſt the 
French Army till the, reſt had come up to us: That we 
had a plentiful Magazeen at Zreves which was ſtored 
with all manner of Proviſions the laſt Winter, for this 
very purpoſe: Which made our deſertiof fo much the 
more unaccountable. That this is fo (fay they?) appears 
becauſe the Diet of Germany, who could not be miſin- 
form'd of a Matter ſo near 'em, found no fault in Prince 
Lewis's conduct or Integrity; but made him Gexeral;ſme 
of all the ir Forces, and that the Germans were really mar- 
ched for the Maſelle, was undeniable; not only in Forreign 
News- Books, but in our own Gazetts ; that when Marſhal 
Vilars had ravaged the Country which we had relin- 
quiſhed, and ſet down before the German Lines at Lau- 
terlurg, dayly Reinforcements came to Count Thun 
gens Camp from the Moſe/e; and they fey, twas im- 
poſlible thofe Forces ſhould return from the Maſelle ig 
they had not firſt gone thither. I told them that L 
thought they were miſinform'd, and made wrong Judg- 
ment on theſe matters ; and ſo was leaving them : But 
they purſued me cloſely, and asked me what J had to 
ſay to the ſucceeding Conduct, and why we did — 
Make 


[ 20 ] 
make the moſt. of. what was put into our hannds ot 
paſſing the Enemies Ditch, when our Army had ſo 
much the advantage botli in N amber, Bravery and 
e when we ſhould have purfued them at the 
Heels, and have profited our ſelves of the Enemies 
ſurprize, whom we had then in Chaſe upon a full 
Cry ? we ought not to have ſufferd them to have 
Iauatted in Lobain, till they recovered their Fright, 
and took breath; whereby they were Enabled atter- 
wards to keep us at 2 Bay. 

I told them, ther we who were not upon the ſpot 
were unable to judge of 105. matters; and that rt all 
Ber e 10855 was (no doubt) a deep Ditch and 
ME... That the Enemies, fear e added W Wings to their 
Flight "wh ch are always more prevalent than thoſe of 
hope.; and "Thi olny bart Ff he Dutch forces had paſs' 
the Dyle, and that by reaſon ok the exceſſive Rains laſt 
Summer the River was ſo overflow'd,. that the Reſt of 
| the Arty oops not pas over Them. But they told 
3 me, that Swell have ſaid nothing; and ill 
6 queſtion'd 1 mee Th ad go Vetter Apology for the affair 
of Over Ich. 1 1 75 tltem what they meant by that: 
For ſure they could not be ignorant that our General had 
there puſh” d'on an attack which might in all probability 
have given the laſt deciding Blow to the French Forces, if 
we. had not been baſely and cowardly deſerted by the 
Ditch General Officers and Agents. They ſhook their 
Heads and told me that. if T had Read, M Heer Slau- 
gerburg's Letter T ſhould have found a quite different 
Relation of the Buſineſs, which if it had not been true, 
Slangenburg durſt rot have ſent it in that manner to the 
States themſelves: Nor could he have any Tntereſt in 
N impoſing upon them at that rate, well knowing that the 
States Commiſſioners in the Army, and their General 
Officers would ſoon have intormed them to the contra- 
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: Nor would he have appealed to thoſe Commiſſio- 
ners for the Trùtir of what he affirm'd if he had known 
it to be falſe; nor durſt he have had the confidence to 
diſpute the Matter with a Perſon, of the Duke's Power 
and Intereſt in the States General, but upon clear and 
and undoubted evidence of Fact. 54A 

He takes the Boldneſs to contradict our Generals 
Letter which ſay's that Orders were given for the at- 
tack about Noon, whereas there was no mention made 


of any ſuch deſign to the Dutch Generals till ſix in the 


Evening. He takes Notice that the Duke's Letter to 
the States, was Printed the very next day after it was 
ſent to them; but not by their Order. and five hun- 
dred Copies of them ſent immediately to the Army, 
and induſtriouſly diſperſed in other Places. He ventures 
to ſay that the Duke could not poſſibly Have any inten- 
tion to make that attack; for there had been no view 
made of the Enemies Poſt, nor any paſſages opened 
which lay between us and the French and which were 
neceſſary to be paſſed beſore we could come to an en- 
gagement. This Surprize ſo late in the Evening, put 
the Datch- General Officers. and Agents into a great: 
Confuſion as not knowing what they were to do. The 
Officers notwithſtanding all this uncertainty, declared 
themſelves ready to Fight if the Agents would conſent 
to it: the Agents knew not what to do in it, being al- 
together in the Dark how, or by whom thoſe Counſels: 
had been taken. It was thought at leaſt the beſt ex- 
pedient to ſend away forthwith-General. Saliſt, Nayellt, 
and other Officers to view the Enemies Poſture, and to 
take notice, as well as the time would permit: of the: 
Advantages and Diſadvantages of a Battle, and to re- 
port their Opinions to the Commiſſioners. Upon their 
return they acquainted the Commiſſioners with: Het. 
they had obſerved, with their opinion that there wasn 
| | | pro- 
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probability of being able to break in upon the Enemy: 
that the attempt Was vaſtly more hazardous than at the 
Battle of Blenheim, u here one or more of them had 
been: And yet that had been eſteem'd a raſh Enterprize: 
Thar, for their parts they thought it was not juſtifiable 
in Prudence, or Diſcretion, yet they were ready to obey 
commands, and do their utmoſt, || 1 


- 
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I be Agents, aſter having throughly weigh'd all theſ 


matters were of Opinion that they ought not to hnazard 
a Battel, nor expoſe their Army to ſuch evident dan. 
ger of being Deſtroy d. This was the event of that af. 
fair, which, conſidering their ſurprize ſo late in the E. 
vening, cauld not be expected to be otherwiſe. And 
this (as Slangenberg inſinuates) our General well knew, 


who never ſo much as intended a Battle as appears by 


that unaccountable ſhuffling, and odd half:paced Me. 
thod whereby that whole affair was managed from the 
beginning to the End: And which Slaugenburg takes 
only to be a Bravado that ſeem d to offer at ſomething 
that might recover the Credit he had loſt in the former 
part of the Campaign; and to lay the blame of this 
Miſcarriage upon the Dutch (as he had the other upon 


the Germans) in order to get a more abſolute Power and 


Command into his Hands, as the Duke plainiy enough 
hints at in his Letter to the State. | 
And indeed Sl/angenburg's conduct in this Matter, has 
already been ſufficiently vindicated by the Majority of 
the United Provinces who have made application to the 
reſt. that he miglit have a ſeparate Command; and the 
reaſon why the other Provinces did not give their con- 
ſent will not be difficult to gueſs, if we conſider the 
great caution the States of Holland muſt neceſſarily be 
under with reſpect to their carriage towards a Perſon of 
the Dukes Authority and prevalency in the Court of 
England. They further. urged that if this aceount wm 
AT alle 
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falſe, it were highly neceſſary that the Duke ſhould 
make the contrary appear: For neither is his Repu- 
tation or Quality, above taking Notice of ſuch RefleQi- 
ons as theſe. Nor would there have been wanting 
Perſons who, out of officious promptitude to a Man 
er of his Power, and Intereſt, would readily lay open the 
| 7 | Miſtakes of the Letter, and Diſabuſed the World in ſo 

many Particulars wherein their Munificent Patron had 
been Miſrepreſented. 3 5 


o 
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The profound ſilence therefore wherein theſe things 
are rather huſh'd and concealed, inſtead of being vindi- 
cated, makes People apt to take them pro confeſſo : And 
fo for want of a convincing Anſwer our moſt Noble 
Duke muſt be conſtrain'd to lie under the Scandal of ſo 
many reproachful imputations. And truly at this rate 
tis impoſſible to conceive how tar Peoples audacious 
Surmiſes may -carry them. For they were not content 
with ali this, but gave broad hints that this exorbitant 

deſire of command, and thoſe advantages given to the 
Enemy laſt Summer, could have no other aim or deſign 
than to enable and Countenance him, in making an 
advantagious bargain for himſelf with France, by ſelling 
them a Peace to the inconceivable loſs and detriment of 
his own Country and the Contederates. Nor did they 
forget to put me in mind of ſeveral Meetings and pri- 
vate intercourſes that paſsd between his Excellency 
and ſuch as were proper and ſuſpected inſtruments 
for ſuch ſort of Negotiation. His being twice with the 
Marqueſs of Alegre in private Diſcourſe before he went 
to Paris, was thought by ſome to be more than Was 
due in compliſance only to a Prifoner of War. 

And it is thought by others that a Paſs might have 
been granted to Don Pedro de Ronguillo for his Journey 
ot A ixla Chapelle without ſo much intimacy as was be- 

| D tween 


ge” 
tween them. This every body ſays that his Grace out 
of common diſcretion (which is not wanting to him at 
other times) ought to have avoided all manner of ſe. 
crecy with thoſe, and ſuch like Perſons, eſpecially at a 
Time when there was ſuch a general Diſcourſe of Peace 
all over this part of the World. For beſides what had 
been attempted of this kind by the Ss Cantons, and 
others that 1 could Name, it is well enough known that 
two French Emiſlaries reſided for ſome time in Holland 
upon that Account : And made their propoſals under. 
hand till they were at laſt baniſhed the Country, and 
their propoſitions rejected with contempt. 


I told theſe Objectors that T was extreamly ſurpriz. 
ed to ſee that they ſhould paſs ſuch ſevere Cenſures up- 
on one who had deſerv'd ſo well of his Country, and 
the whole Confederacy, and whoſe ſincerity and hear- 
ty engagement againſt France, were manifeſted as clear 
as the Sun, by that unexampled Defeat which he and 
Prince Eugene had given them at Hochſtet. I was an- 
fivered, that this was far from being an excuſe for his 
not doing the ſame again, when he had a much greatcr 
advantage over them. But in truth the Caſe was very 
much alter d now from what it was; and it is poſſible 
for a Man to be a hearty Enemy one Year and a good 
Friend the Next, that it was neceſſary to humble the 
French King in the firſt Place, and to reduce him to ſuch 
2 Condition as might force him to make Applications 
tor a Peace, which being once done, it was no wonder 
that fuch Methods were afterwards taken as might pro- 
rote his Original intent in beating them. 
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intended) by thoſe who ſent him thither. 


( 35 ) 


They further gave their Opinions, that we are in a 
deplorable Condition; for ſince the Clamours in England 
and Holland againſt a treacherous and diſadvantagious 
Peace, may poſſibly diſappoint the high expectations 
of gain which ſome Perſons entertain d in that Way, 
the next thing may be to take ſuch Meaſures as may 
continue the War as long as poſſible, as being the 


remaining profitable Project to enrich particulars at the 


expenſe of the Publick; which already groans for want 
of Money and Trade. 


The Wonderful Succeſs that has attended our Forces 
in Catalonia under the command of my Lord Peterbo- 
rough (though there was no publick thanks for it) is far 
beyond whatever could be expected (I would not ſay 
And if he 
had return d to us re i»fefa, he would have loſt no Ho- 
nour at all by it, ſince he was ſo meanly equipped, and 
ſo wretchedly provided for ſuch an Enterpriſe, that there 
was no humane probability of its ever taking effect, 
though every Souldier had been as great a Hero as his 
Lordſhip. But Fortune (who has often ſignally appear'd 
in our favour) was not willing, it ſeems, to baulk a Man 


of his Lordſhip's Bravery and good affection to his 


Queen and Country; but directed a random Shot (as 
fome fay) into the Enemies Magazeen, which yet 
would not have gain'd our Victory if it had not been 
Seconded by the more than ordinary conduct of his 


| Lordſhip and the Officers under him. For I ſhall ra- 


ther impute it to theſe Gentlemens cool and deliberate 
Valour, then to the Common reaſon grven about the 
Town, that when they ſaw themſelves betray d and 
expoſed, they Fought like Lions, reſolving to overcome 
the difficulties wherein they were entrapd, and force 
their way through a thouſand Deaths and dangers to the 
7 amazing 
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amazing ſurprize and diſapointment of their Spaniſb Ene. 
mies and good Engliſh Friends, who ſent them upon ſuch 
an Errant adventure. Nor does it any way derogate from 
their merit that they were aſſiſted by Fortune, in an en- 
terprize which without Fortune, could never have been 
atchieved ; ſince they withſtood or overcome all other 
oppoſitions and diſcouragments whatſoever : Amon 
which may be reckoned thoſe very Orders which are 
mention'd in the Portugal Ambaſtadors Account, and 
Publiſh'd here by Authority. How this News was re- 
ceived by ſome who are near the Court, is as eaſie to 
be gueſt, as what the Succours to be ſent thither by the 
fame Perſons are like to be. No doubt if it be by their 
appointment they will be proportionable to their ori- 
ginal Forces. For they are very ſteady in their pro- 
ecedings, and will no way vary from the Rules they 
have propoſed to go by; amongſt which one is that 
the brightneſs of any ene Man's performance, ought 
Got to Eclipſe the Honour of Auothers. But tis not to 
Ye doubted, but the Parliament (to whom her Majeſty 
nas fo heartily and affectionately recommend this af. 
fair) will ſend them ſuch timely and effectuall ſupplies, 
as may recover the diſadvantages of the laſt Campaign, 
and give a happy turn to the affairs of the Confederates. 
in the only Place where now it can reaſonably be expect- 
ed: Wherein particular care ought to be taken that 
whatſoever aſſiſtance is deſignd them may have its full 
mtire effect, that we may not loſe by negligence or 
treachery this only opportunity put into our hands to 
affect the Enemy in his moſt ſenſible Part, by penetra- 
ting further into his Dominions by this paſſage which is 
i fairly and widely laid open. 
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For as to any other Seat of the War; there ſeeme 
no probability of doing any thing more at preſent, 
chan keeping our Enemies at a: ſtand. For ſince that 
= unhappy Diſappointment at the Moſe/e, the Germans. 
= will with Difficulty keep the French out of Bavaria, 
and the Enemies Countrey. And if the Dutch and we 
together ſhould happen to take a Town in Flanders, 
tis no more than a Grain out of a handful of Corn, and 
ſerves only to afford us the Proſpect of a never-ending 


War 
5 * 
£ 
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And as for the Negotiations which are now carrying 
on by a certain Perſon in his Travels, and from whence 
ſome people expect great Matters, it will in all likelihood 
vaniſh into nothing elſe but an intention of Collecting 
his Preſents at Vienna and the other German Courts; and 
they coucluded what they had to ſay, with this Re- 
mark, That it was abſurd to expect that any Good can 
proceed from the Root of all Evil. 


T told them that they would ſoon find themſelves. 

S miſtaken in their Politicks, and ſo leſt them; and 
mall further leave them to be ſatisfied by you, Sir, 
ſince you are turned the Court Advocate: And I hear- 
tily wiſh you could do it to the ſatisfaction of all honeſt 
Engliſhmen ; and ſhould be glad you could find as little 
ground for theſe Accuſations, as for thoſe of your Me- 
morialiſt; and ſhould congratulate your Succeſs in this 
Caſe, as much as I really do in the other 


But. 
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- But theſe are not ſuch Objections as your Memoria. 
liſt and ſuch like Authors will make. Nothing is more 
pleaſing to them, than to ſee our Affairs go Wrong, 
Nor are they likely to find fault with ſuch Miſcarriages 
as tend to ſtrengthen their own Faction and Party. O. 
thers make theſe: Complaints with Grief, whilſt they 
hear them with Joy ; and tho' they ſhould behold the 
State ruining before their Eyes, they would ſtill cry 
out of nothing but the Church, the Church. 


B 


If therefore you can gratifie us ſo much as to clear 
up theſe Objections to the Conduct of this great Per. 
ſonage whom we would willingly reſpe& and honour ; 
you will do us a ſignal Pleaſure, and make us the leſs 
concerned about his L---dy, either as to what may be 
: maliciouſſy urged againſt her or ridiculouſly alledged 
5 | in her behalf; but ſhall leave her M------y to be ad- 
® viſed by her in ſuch things which without doubt ſhe un- 
4 derſtands far better than the greateſt Stateſman in Chri- 
{tendom. | 


x There is a certain Gentleman, which I would have 
3 taken no more notice of than your Memorialiſt had 
done, but that you ſeem to be angry that he was lett 
out of that Book. Leſt therefore T might alſo incur 
vour Diſpleaſure; and becauſe you are generally cen- 
ſured for going out of your way in an unneceſſary 
Defence of one who was no ways accuſed ; I ſhall en- 
deavour to clear you from that Charge of Officiouſ- 
neſs for the future; and ſhall not be much concerned, 
+20 you ſhould prove as angry that he is here mention. 
| | e, 
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and Power. | | 


{| thrice choſen 8 
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: ed, as that he was there omitted. And truly TI think 
he might every whit as well been paſſed by in your Book 


as in the other, if you could as eaſily paſꝰd by any pre- 
tence-of making your Court to a Perſon' of his Station 


* 6 \ 


1 am not ſo well acquainted with your Memorialiſt 
as to know his Reaſons for his groſs Omiſſions, but ſhall 


g be content with the Reaſons you give it your ſelf, which 
ſeem to me probable enough, viz Out of hope that 


they might ſecurely depend upon his good Offices, and that 


= he may one time or other become a Mediator in their behalf. 


Truly Sir, if that Gentleman's conduct be well conſi- 


H dered, they might have reaſon enough to hope that in 


time he may be diſpoſed to do them the ſame, or as 


many good Offices as he had formerly done with ſo 
much Spleen and Hypocriſy, as contributed all as in 
him lay to fruſtrate the good effects of our late happy 


Revolution. And for which great Services he was 
r by them. It is Therefore no 


wonder that they ſhould expect to meet in their turn 


uith a Man who had deſerted and betray d all Parties. 


And no doubt but they depend upon him as a ſure 
Card let the Worſt come to the Worſt. 5 


Therefore I can the more readily agree with you 
that it was not done with any deſign to render him ſuſpect- 
ed, for T dare engage they have too tender a Regard 
to his Reputation', to do him any prejudice upon 
that Account. Though I think ſo much unneceſſary 
Caution is but thrown away upon one who is already 
palt Suſpicion, 
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I ſhall not therefore diſpute the Matter with yg, 
whether this grand Omiſſion was occaſioned either by 
hope of his aſſiſtance, or fear that he might betray they 
Secrets or any 8 5 inducement , fo long as you x. 
gree with me that it could not be out of Love. For] 
anuſt ſtill bar that, whether you ſpeak of Jacobite, Wil. 
liamite, Whigg, Tory, Trimmer, High or Low Church, 
or any other Party. And if we were to pick out ſingle 
Perſons in the Caſe I am afraid we ſhould find as few 
vouchers as in your caſe of the Foreman of the Church! 
grand Jury. You ſay indeed that he hated extremes in all 
Parties, had you faid he is hated extremely in all Par. 
ties, you had varied leſs from the the Mark than from 
the W or ds. | | 


: However, as to his averſion to extremes I can go 
. along with you half way in that alſo, ſince I never 
0 heard that he was extremely Honeſt, or extremely Sin- 
be cere - And as for the other half I ſhall but copy the 
. Character given him by all Parties, if I ſhould ſay that 
4 he is extremely ---- and extremely ---- you know what I 
1 mean Sir well enough, and I do not think that J write 
10 the more obſcurely by uſing ſtroaks inſtead of Words. 
| This I am ſure of, that if his /zteratare was as extreme 
and conſummate as theſe laſt mentioned qualities he 
might well paſs for the moſt Learned Man of his Time. 
His knowledge in the Laws of Parliament, aud the Peoples 
diberties may tor ought I know be as you ſay: Though 
T think it had been more material to have ſhewn the 
good he had ever made of It. | 
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. Thaye heard it ſaid that he has been at charges for 


voluminous Collections, and he has taken ſufficient care 


that it ſnould be known, and that it might be thought 
he had them as much in his Head as in his Cloſet. 
And thus by eſtabliſning an opinion of his great 
Knowledge, by inveighing much againſt the ill ma- 
nagement of the Revenue, by popular harangues, and 


by affecting to draw all buſineſs to his own hands, by 


endeavouring (through his skill in the Rules and Me- 
thods of the Houſe of Commons) to obſtruct and de- 


feat all Motions which were not of his own making, 


he inſinuated himſelf into the good liking of a credu- 
lous and unwary party: Who having truſted him with 
the management of their Complaints againſt ſome chief 
Miniſters and others in high Poſts and imployments, 
have been betray'd by his faint and partial attacks, in 
hopes thereby to render himſelf more conſiderable to 
both Parties whilſt at the ſame time both were betray'd. 
This is the knowledge, and theſe are the great parts 
= which ſome People arrive to great Fame, and high 
Places. | 


To which T ſhall only fay that there can be no 
attaining theſe conſummate Qualifications without firſt 
rejecting and abandoning all Senſe of Truth, Honour, 
Modeſty or Shame, and reſolving to ſtick at nothing 
though never ſo vile and profligate which may contri- 
bute to their deſigns. Whilſt we have ſuch perſons 
as theſe near our C----, never tell us of Poets, Foot- 
men, Sc. For even Mordecazi Abbot himſelf has 
left a better Name behind him for his Honeſt, and 
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